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Dsaaaoos Decisions limited Mufti* s power* 




•The Damascus d ppisiona , to idilch/th ^'uftl was compelled to 
ajree, finally laid dowi the authority of the military commanders and 
divided up the different spheres of operations in the war to frustrate the 
iflplewntation of the Partition plan. The masons talks did aura than 
curtail the Mufti's military powers to appointing a military oozamander for 
the Jerusalem district onlyj his political powers were also restricted, and 
he had to agree to postponing the establishment of a Palestine QoverM&ept-»JU*» 
Belle* 2fc this connection Syria played a leading role* It was Shujo^p fcwmatll 
the Syrian preaid nt, ytio expressed the view that military and political ax- 
fairs should be separated— a view that the LMfti ha* always rejected* Appar- 
ently it wa hinted to the ?(ufti already in Damascus that he would not be 
allowed to rule as an autocrat in the Palestine Arab State* This accounts for 
his promise of a democratic paradise "after the country has been rescued from 
the Zionists" * He stated that the Arabs woulu be free to et up a govern- 
ment of their own chpice. Following this setback, the vufti thought of 
going to Cairo wjihalarge entourage inclndln official opposition repre- 


sentatives on Ijra JjArab H.l^her *tcecutive» These .^rasver,, refused to fell 
in with his suggestion. It now appears that DPw Mfialldi has previously sent 
a letter to the participants in the Damascus ydks (hut not ti the l?ufti and 
his supporters) and to thjfcwb League, in itoich he presumably described the 
peculiar situation obtaining In Palestine and yave an accowt of the differ- 
enoes prevailing among the A.H*E* The abeenoe of representatives from Jeru- 
salem at the Cairo meeting was a further blow to the prestige of the Mufti 
and the A.H.E. among the Arab vorld*" 


2* A.H.B* Thrust Aside* w 

•The A.HjT is no longdr the decisive factor In the struggle 
that is now taking plale in Palestine* The Arab League* a Military Com:d.ttee 
is now in charge of operations and controls most of the finds earmarked by 
the Arab States for the prosecution of ftho war in Palestine* ^s a result, 
the A.H.Ef’s position has beer weakened* both inside and outside Palestine* 
This body*s concern for its prestige in the ayes of the Arab League is shown 
by its appeal to the local National Conmittees not to refer direct to the y 
Arab stetes or the League. It is etronglt xu^Ln^ that it should not be by-/ 
passed, opJ.y a very snail proportion of the funds that are streaming in j 
from outside* Palestine reach the A.U.E., and they are not sufficient for it\ 
to minig^ ^^rc^pap^^ctlona* The AJI.E. now hgp a deficit* There is 


fumrtions. The A^H.E. r 
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i with regard to expenditure, and it owes salaries to its staff* 
ither asst its cosulteants not help the victims of the disorders* 
I. In jsrosalsA has recently sent a stron^Iy^eorded complaint to 
wltt rei?r3 "to the financial situation** / V 77" 


•Relations anong itwhsrw of tie i.HJS* axp 
following the defeat In Danas one. Dr* Khalidi_and Ah 
go to Cairo to attSDd the nestings of Eli* M>&jue and 
that Dr* Khalldl is abo ut to have a ^setl^g with tSS^ 
between Dr* flhalldLj secretary of the JUH»S** and Jaa 
dgtx WSk hare Wcase critical, and apparentudthe ti 
together* It will ooae as no surprise If tMjLfijEg 
near future* 
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